This is Public Brief for the 2018 European Touch Championships to be delivered in Nottingham during
18th – 21st July 2018.
The information is provided to allow players, referees, spectators, volunteers and anyone else attending
to do some planning and preparation for the tournament.
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1.1. The 2018 European Touch Championships (ETC2018) will be conducted in Nottingham, during the period 18th 21st July 2018.
1.2. Federation Member countries are participating in the tournament with the objective to identify the 2018
Champion European Nation.
1.3. Although results from both events will lead to the identification of a single Champion European Nation, the
tournament will be delivered in two separate divisions as two events, each of which will have their own overall
Champion:
1.3.1. Touch European Cup – Open Division; and
1.3.2. Touch European Cup – Senior Division.
1.4. The tournament is open to financial Federation Members and team entries will only be accepted from financial
Federation Members.
1.5. This Public Brief is designed to provide further details about the tournament specifically to allow appropriate
planning.

180716_ETC2018_PublicBrief 1_GC_v4.0

Page | 3/21

2.1. The Organising Committee have developed a preliminary outline timetable for delivery of the tournament asset
out below.

Date

Time*
All day

17:30

Event

Wednesday 18th
July

Thursday 19th
July

Friday 20th
July

Saturday 21st
July

Sunday 22nd
July

University Halls

Captains dinner

This will include photo-shoot,
so playing kit inc. boots are
Senate Chambers, Trent
required. Take off field wear
building.
too, for opening ceremony, as
you will go directly there.

Team Manager’s
meeting

19:30

Opening Ceremony

10:00

Pool games
commence

09:00

Pool games continue

09:00

Pool games continue
Final Rounds

09:00

Seeding Games
Finals

Evening Closing Function

10:00

Comments

Teams arrive and
registration

Tuesday 17th
July
18:00

Venue

Registration Hub Opens at
12:00

Location within the
University

Compulsory for all team
managers. Discussion on rules,
appeals process, where to find
info, registration issues.

Wollaton Hall

Countries Off Field Apparel to
be worn.
www.wollatonhall.org.uk

University of
Nottingham
Highfield Sports
Ground,
University Boulevard,
NG7 2PS
Nottingham Trent
Students’ Union,
Shakespeare Street,
NG1 4GH

Click here for Map Link
https://goo.gl/Z3X5MN
Click here for Uni Link
https://goo.gl/b8y1co

No under 18's allowed, due to UK
licencing laws

Check out

2.1 Tuesday Muster
All players/staff should muster at Wollaton Hall by 19:00 at the latest. It is noted that some teams may additionally be
doing light training during the day but must be ready in their countries off field kit ready to walk to the Opening Ceremony
to arrive on time.
N.B. Team managers and Captains go directly to Wollaton Hall following their meeting/dinner.
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3.1. Based in the heart of the country, Nottingham occupies a fantastic central location with excellent transport links
via road, rail and air. The M1 and M42 motorways are both situated within a 25 minute drive of the city centre as
is East Midlands Airport. Nottingham railway station is serviced by East Midlands Trains who provide a direct
route into London St Pancras in just over an hour and a half as well as offering key regional services linking towns
and cities in the East Midlands, plus central and northern England.
3.2. Once you have arrived, Nottingham will provide you with a limitless choice of social and leisure activities. A
compact city centre means your delegates will never have far to walk between venues and will find their way
around with ease. Nottingham is also one of just a handful of cities that have been accredited with a Purple Flag
award for the variety, safety and cleanliness of its after dark offering. At the heart of the city is Old Market Square,
dominated by the Council House and its formidable stone lions. It is the second largest public square in Europe
after Trafalgar Square and a focal point for visitors and locals alike.
3.3. Nottingham offers a vibrant night scene with an eclectic mix of entertainment options including continental style
piazza venues with al fresco dining, lively nightclubs and laugh-a-minute comedy clubs plus an abundance of real
ale pubs such as the oldest pub in England ‘Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem,’ the ghostly ‘Ye Old Salutation’ dating back
to 1240, and the Bell Inn that was the favoured watering hole of Lord Byron himself!
3.4. You won’t be short of places to eat in Nottingham with over 300 restaurants in the city centre alone offering a
mouth-watering mix of international cuisines to suit all tastes and budgets. Nottingham is not only known for its
fantastic nightlife, it is consistently ranked as a top UK destination for shopping, perfect for a spot of retail therapy.
The city is home to international fashion designer Paul Smith, along with several other major labels all nestled
alongside the well-known high-street stores and unique fashion outlets on offer.
3.5. The city has a long history of producing and developing sporting icons who have performed in some of the local
iconic venues including Trent Bridge Cricket Ground, the City Ground home to Nottingham Forest FC, Holme
Pierpont Water Sports Centre and the National Ice Centre, home to Olympic Champions Torvill and Dean.

3.6. Nottingham Castle
Historic site at the heart of the Robin Hood legend and starting point for the
English Civil War. Situated on a high rock, Nottingham Castle commands
spectacular views over the city and once rivalled the great castles of Windsor
and the Tower of London.

3.7.
City of Caves
Discover a hidden world beneath your feet underneath the streets
of Nottingham. Explore original sandstone caves on actor-led tours,
or wander through at your own pace with a fantastic audio tour.
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3.8. Wollaton Hall
Spectacular Elizabethan Mansion and Deer Park set in
the beautiful suburbs of Nottingham. Now a prominent
Grade One listed building, the stunning Hall houses the
city's Natural History Museum along with
reconstructed room settings. The hall was used as the
setting for Wayne Manor in the 2012 Batman film,
Dark Knight Rises.

3.9.
Nottingham Contemporary Art Gallery
Nottingham Contemporary, designed by the award-winning
architects Caruso St John, is one of the largest contemporary
art centres in the UK. The venue has four galleries lit by 132
skylights, a performance and film Space, a Learning room, The
Study, The Shop and Café / Bar. The gallery runs a range of
special events and children’s workshops.

3.10. Adrenalin Jungle and Go Ape
Outdoor adventure specialists Adrenalin Jungle and Go
Ape both have homes in the stunning setting of
Sherwood Forest. Adrenalin Jungle is Nottingham’s
largest outdoor activity centre for big kids and includes
adrenalin pumping Quads, Paintball, Mud Buggies, 4x4,
Assault Course, team building and much more. Go Ape
is a fun filled experience of canopy exploring, trail
blazing and obstacles for all to enjoy. For example, take
a trip on tree top crossings over trails and finish with an
awesome zip wire.

Take a look around the venue for the 2018 European Touch Championships: https://youtu.be/qtQqvGsFFZw
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4.1. The playing venue for the 2018 European Touch
Championships will the University of Nottingham’s
Highfields pitches. This playing area is conveniently
located next to the University’s main campus and is
approximately 2 miles from the centre of
Nottingham
4.2. The playing venue will consist of 8 high quality
pitches. Changing rooms and shower facilities are
provided in the sports pavilions
4.3. The state of the art Vaughan Parry Williams pavilion
will hold tournament control along with a hub for
both shelter and viewing from the dual access balconies overlooking fields one and two.

4.4. A spectator village will be set up for friends and families, along with players, where they can sit and relax between
games.

4.5. All pool games, semi-finals, seeding games and grand finals will take place at the same venue.
4.6. There are a number of catering and vending options onsite to hopefully suit everyone’s needs
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5.1. Cancellation insurance will not be provided. Severe weather (force majeure) forcing the loss of play is not
something the organising committee can control.

Referees
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6.1. Cancellation insurance will not be provided. Severe weather (force majeure) forcing the loss of play is not
something the organising committee can control.
6.1.1. The risk of losing some play during the tournament due to adverse weather is moderate. Such loss will be
minimised (shortened duration / games) but is considered as a typical risk of participation.
6.1.2. The risk of losing all play over all three days due to severe adverse weather is considered low enough not to
offset it by high insurance costs.
6.2. Participants are strongly advised to purchase their own personal injury insurance for the tournament, via our
insurers, Hiscox. http://englandtouchinsurance.co.uk/personal-accident

7.1. We expect this is now finalised via our booking system and or your own research and booking.

8.1. All participants will be expected to make their own travel arrangements to, from and around Nottingham.
8.2. Accommodation packages will exclude transfers.

Nottingham has a local airport which serves a range of national and international locations through budget operators.
There are also several major international airports surrounding Nottingham and are detailed below.
8.3. Airport (eastmidlandsairport.com) is located approximately 13 miles (21km) from the University Halls and playing
fields, and is linked directly by bus trentbarton.co.uk/services/skylinknottingham , which will take around 35
minutes. The postcode for East Midlands Airport is DE74 2SA.
8.4. Airport (birminghamairport.co.uk) is located approximately 50 miles (77km) from the University Halls and playing
fields. The postcode for Birmingham Airport is B26 3QJ.
8.5. Airport (manchesterairport.co.uk) is located approximately 90 miles (140km) from the University Halls and playing
fields. The postcode for Manchester Airport is M90 1QX.
8.6. Airport (stanstedairport.com) is located approximately 120 miles (190km) from the University Halls and playing
fields. The postcode for London Stansted Airport is CM24 1QW.
8.7. Airport (heathrow.com) is located approximately 130 miles (200km) from the University Halls and playing fields.
The postcode for Heathrow Airport is TW6 1EW.
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8.8. Nottingham is well served by rail links with direct services for London St Pancras International, Leeds,
Birmingham, Cardiff, Liverpool
nationalrail.co.uk/stations_destinations/not.aspx
thetrainline.com/stations/nottingham
8.9. The University is linked to the town by several bus routes and a tram line runs next to the playing fields.
robinhoodnetwork.co.uk

8.10. Located centrally, Nottingham is very close to the M1 motorway that links directly with London and makes it an
easy location for coach travel should arrival require this.
8.11. There is Park and Ride available on the outskirts of the town with Toton Lane NG9 7JA providing direct links to the
fields - http://www.thetram.net/park-and-ride.aspx

8.12. NET have offered all competitors, officials and volunteers just £2 travel on the city’s award winning tram network.
Simply purchase an Event Ticket from any of the ticket machines located at every tram stop on the day of event.
8.13. There is a free shuttle bus that runs between the Jubilee Campus
and the main university campus / playing fields.
8.14. Nottingham Express Transit (NET) is your direct connection to
Nottingham and the surrounding areas. The NET trams provide a
quick and easy way to get across Nottingham. They travel as far as
Hucknall and Clifton, and serve a number of park and ride car parks.
It provides a perfect connection from the University of Nottingham
to the City Centre which enables delegates to access a choice of hotel accommodation as well as shopping, leisure
and tourist attractions in Nottingham and the surrounding areas.
8.15. You will need to show both your tram ticket and Event programme as proof of attendance to the conductor when
asked.
8.16. When travelling from the City to the University, please ensure you use the Toton Line tram.
8.17. For teams arriving by coach / minibus, parking will be available on campus.

180716_ETC2018_PublicBrief 1_GC_v4.0

Page | 10/21

9.1. The opening ceremony for ETC2018 will take place in the evening of Tuesday 17th July, before the tournament
games begin on Wednesday 18th July. The ceremony will be held at Wollaton Hall.
9.2. All ETC2018 players, coaches, managers and officials are requested to participate in the official Opening
Ceremony. Official off fields country apparel to be worn by all players and coaches. Official off field Referee
Apparel to be worn by all Referees.
9.3. Wollaton Hall was featured as Wayne Manor in the 2001 film The Dark Knight Rises.
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9.4. The Closing Function will be at Nottingham Trent University Student Union (https://goo.gl/RNTgx7). This will be
exclusive for those accredited to take part in the tournament.
9.4.1. Tickets will be on sale throughout the tournament at £5 per person. These can be purchased at the
managers meeting, or at the merchandise stand.
o Live Band plus DJ
o Free drink on arrival
o Exclusive to Euros participants
o Holds 1500 therefore no entry issues.
o Over 18s only
9.4.2. No food will be provided as part of the closing function with no allowance made in the participant fee.
9.4.3. Participants will be expected to purchase their own drinks which will be available.
9.4.4. The venue is located in Nottingham centre which allows plenty of opportunity to take in food and drink
options before and after the closing function

Note: No under 18's allowed, due to UK licencing laws - please make alternative arrangements as teams if you have U18s in
your team(s).
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10.1. It is anticipated that most teams will take half board options with bed, breakfast and evening meals.
10.2. Meals in the halls of residence will consist of a three item hot breakfast and a two course hot dinner served in
halls of residence (final menu details will be released in due course to those staying in Halls)
10.3. There will be a number of catering and vending options onsite to hopefully suit everyone’s needs.

All Terrain Caffeine

Artisan Coffee & Light snacks

The Snobby Butcher

Hog roast, Pulled Pork Rolls,
and BBQ style food

The WolfHut

Fresh bagels, chilli, stew, curry.
(All fresh, lean meat)

Good Spuds

Jacket potatoes and Pasta

Treetops Catering

Ice Cream Van
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We have a wide range of event specific apparel available for pre-order and purchase at the event itself.

11.1 Bespoke Items
Available now to pre-order: http://www.beliefsports.com/shop/shop-european-merchandise/products-7.html

Sublimated Tee
£25

Sublimated Vest
£24

Sublimated Hoody
£40
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11.2 Stock Items
Available now to pre-order: http://www.beliefsports.com/shop/shop-european-merchandise/products-7.html

Stock Polo
£22

Stock Tee
£20

Stock Hoody
£30

Stock Full Zip Jacket
£35

Snapback
£15

Water Bottle
£3.50

Available onsite only

Sweatbands x 2
£5
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11.3 Memorabilia Items
Available now to pre-order: http://www.beliefsports.com/shop/shop-european-merchandise/products-7.html

Memorabilia Tee
£15

11.4 Bespoke Event Customised Steeden Classic

Supporter Ball
£18
Available onsite only
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12.1. The following playing divisions in the Open and Senior European Championships are offered.
12.2. Final playing divisions are now confirmed following closure of formal team nominations schedule. It is reiterated
team entries will only be accepted from financial Federation Members.
12.3. Open Divisions
 Men’s Open
 Mixed Open
 Women’s Open

– MO
– XO
– WO

12.4. Senior Divisions
 Men’s Over 30
– M30
 Mixed Senior
– XS
 Women’s Over 27 – W27 (This is now confirmed following discussions with FIT)
12.5. Masters Divisions
 Men’s Over 35
– M35
o Will play as invitation teams only, within the M30 category and England will play Scotland in a
series of (capped) test matches.
 Men’s Over 40
– M40
 Men’s Over 45
– M45
 Women’s Over 35 – W35
o Will play as invitation teams only, within the W27 category and England will play Scotland in a
series of (capped) test matches.

13.1. The FIT Operational Policy – Player and Referee Uniforms will apply for ETC2018. Members are advised to
familiarise themselves with that policy. https://docs.internationaltouch.org/

14.1. Member Country NTAs should consider the following two requirements:
14.1.1. Each team in the Open Category must have a nominated non‐playing Coach and a nominated Team
Manager. This requirement does not apply to teams in the Senior or Masters categories for ETC2018.
14.1.2. Members with more than two teams competing in ETC2018 must also have a nominated Tour Manager.
They must have no subsidiary roles with coaching or managing a specific team.
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MO

WO

XO

W27

M30

XS

M35

W35

M40

M45

Belgium

3

Chile

1

England

10

France

8

Germany

2

Guernsey

2

Ireland

6

Italy

3

Jersey

2

Luxembourg

2

Middle East

3

Portugal

1

Scotland

8

Spain

1

Sweden

1

Switzerland

3

Wales

6
11

9

9

4

4

5

2

2

10

5

61

16.1. The EFT have struggled to provide this at previous ETCs however with a larger volunteer workforce they will be
carrying out spot checks on random time slots during ETC18. Team Managers will be informed on the Tuesday
Meeting if there is a requirement for players to provide evidence of Eligibility for competition and also when
this is scheduled so you do not need to bring your documents to the fields every day. It is likely that TWC19 all
players will need to prove their eligibility prior to the tournament in person so this is a step towards this for
ETC.

17.1.

As part of the live content levy, we are utilising professional commentators, graphics and an experienced
production team to produce great content for you.

17.2.

We’ve also just signed the contract with the BBC, to have the championships broadcast on their red button
and website. http://englandtouch.org.uk/news/posts/2018/july/european-touch-championships-to-bestreamed-live-by-bbc-sport-online/

17.3.

Field one and two will be live all tournament.
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18.1. The Medical lead will be onsite for the duration of the event.
18.2. One Sport and Exercise Medicine Specialist, two physiotherapists and one sports therapist will attend
and be based in the tournament medical tent.
18.3. Athletes/Players will be triaged according to their medical needs at the point of entry to the Medical
Tent and managed according.
18.4. The decision to transfer an athlete off site to a receiving hospital will be made by the treating
healthcare professional but the Head of Medical Services will be consulted in all cases.
18.5. The Queen Medical Centre University Hospital (QMC) is a regional centre for emergency and major
trauma care. It is located 1.4 miles from the playing fields.

18.6. Ice Bath Provision. Nottingham University can make ice baths available for teams at a rate of £4 per
person (minimum group size 8 and maximum 16) for a 30 minute session, including showering and
changing time. The temperature of the ice baths are 10 degrees and based on the best available
evidence your time in the bath should be limited to 10-15 mins.
18.7. Ice can be purchased at £5 for a 5kg bag from Tournament control on the Wednesday. Ice for further
days can also be pre-ordered there.
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19.1. Teams can book in to have their photographs taken by our professional team. More info will be given
out shortly on how to book.

20.1. Free to use for nations promotional material and kit designs. Vector files and image files available.
20.1.1. Vector files | https://goo.gl/PaoEd5
20.1.2. Usage guidelines | https://goo.gl/nh3X12

21.1. All enquiries relating to team entry, event delivery and logistics should be directed to the EFT Tournament
Director, Kevin Hill: events@toucheurope.org
21.2. All enquires relating to local issues and advice for Nottingham should be directed to the Local Organising
Committee (LOC) Gregg Cropper: gregg@englandtouch.org.uk and Ken Pollard: Euros@englandtouch.org.uk
21.3. For referee related questions or concerns, please contact the Bronwyn Wake: referees.euro@toucheurope.org
21.4. A Facebook page has been launched and will be used for all subsequent European Championships. Make sure
you follow the page for further updates and information.
http://www.facebook.com/EuropeanTouchChampionships
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Official Apparel Supplier

Charity Partner

Official Tape Supplier
Broadcast

Official Ball Supplier

Athlete Experience
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